G&S Festival NEWS
14th Festival: Saturday July 28th to Sunday August 19th

BUXTON AWAITS

Welcome to our "new look" pre-Festival newsletter. As you can see, it takes a comprehensive
look at the wonderful programme that awaits you.
Bookings for this year’s Festival are looking good – but there
is still plenty of room for the scores of supporters who
regularly book at the last minute.
There are so many
highlights this year. We have
four professional shows –
two from the Carl Rosa
Company (Yeomen and
Iolanthe), and two new
productions from our own
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera
Company (Patience and
Mikado).
We have performing groups
travelling from as far afield
as Australia, South Africa,
the USA, Ireland and all
points from within the UK.

Fabulous Fringe
We have a fabulous fringe
programme; some
outstanding cabarets in our

late night Festival Club,
and most of the other
regular Buxton attractions
will be there for you to
enjoy.
The Festival opens with
another flourish – visiting
societies singing from the
G&S canon, around the
entire Pavilion Gardens.
We invite you to be the
audience and the chorus,
and then to join us in a
massive opening sing in
the Octagon.
I have certainly got my
"little list" of so many
activities, too good to miss.
I look forward to seeing
you there.

ASSOCIATION RENEWALS
It is that time of the year. Membership of the Gilbert and
Sullivan Association is due for renewal. Remember your
contribution funds all our youth initiatives including the Youth
Production, Young Artistes activities and the school programme.
Enclosed is a membership renewal/application form.
Thank you in anticipation.
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FOOD HALL
PROJECT
DROPPED
The Buxton Pavilion Gardens
will not become a regional
food hall. The East Midlands
Development Agency
(EMDA) is not convinced
that the project will be
viable and is no longer
prepared to risk its multimillion pound investment.
At the same time EMDA has
recognised that the Pavilion
Gardens is an important
heritage venue which
contributes to the economic and
social well-being of the Peak
District and Buxton – and
believes its impact could be
even greater.
EMDA will now work with the
High Peak Borough Council to
investigate how the complex can
be enhanced to:
• Improve its economic use
• Encourage greater
community and visitor use
• Protect and improve the
building’s quality and
presentation.
“This is good news for the
Festival,” says Ian Smith, the
Festival Director. “High Peak have
now offered us a one year extension
to our contract which means we
will be back in Buxton in 2008 for
our 15th event.”

Spotlight on . . .

The Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Our very own professional company will be back
again this year with two sparkling productions
from Alan Spencer and John Owen Edwards.
This is the team that gave us wonderful
productions of H.M.S. Pinafore and The Pirates
of Penzance to critical acclaim last year.
In fact Robert Beale of the Manchester Evening News
noted " . . . Alan Spencer's production of H.M.S.
Pinafore . . . was another example of his ability to create
magic in a great tradition" and he went on to say "this
year's outing revealed new facets of the diamond which is
the Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company . . . and
provides the best G&S available anywhere in the country
these days".
High praise indeed and a compliment to all our
performers, production team and orchestra for their
invaluable contribution to its success.
We very much hope to
build on this success in
2007 and are delighted that
the team will be performing
a new production of
Patience (Friday 3rd and
Sat 4th August) following
demands from many
audience members to see
this piece staged

Alan Spencer

Gareth Jones

professionally. This will be
followed with three
performances of The
Mikado (Friday 10th and
Sat 11th August) and early
indications from the box
office suggest that they are
both being well received.
Making her début with us
in the title rôle of Patience

John Owen Edwards

Simon Butteriss

Rebecca Bottone

Jill Pert

Donald Maxwell
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and as Yum-Yum will be
Rebecca Bottone, who
recently wowed the critics
and audiences alike at
London's Coliseum (also a
Matcham theatre, like
Buxton Opera House)
where she appeared as
Casilda in ENO's
production of The
Gondoliers. Rebecca
graduated from the Royal
Academy of Music and has
quickly established an
enviable reputation as a
soprano of note,
performing in many of the
major houses across Europe
and for companies such as
the Royal Opera House,
Opera North, English
Touring Opera and RSNO.
Making a welcome return
this year as Pooh-Bah and
the Major will be Gareth
Jones, a member of the
original D'Oyly Carte for
whom he appeared as
Strephon, Guiseppe, the
Counsel and Cox. He has
recently returned from the
USA playing the Mikado
and Captain Corcoran for
Carl Rosa Opera and has
appeared for us in Buxton
many times, most recently
as King Hildebrand in 2003.
We're also delighted to
welcome back firm G&SOC
favourites including Simon
Butteriss, Jill Pert and
Donald Maxwell.
Don't miss out on any of
these shows.
If you haven't booked your
seats yet ring 084512-72190.

Having a Ball!

Regular Festival attendees Pam Waring and Sandra Wilkinson
with Festival Secretary Neil Smith and his younger brother Ian!

Thanks to everyone who joined in the spirit of
our St George's weekend in Buxton in April.
All the proceeds have gone to our Youth
Initiative, which will once again be strongly
featured throughout this year’s Festival.
Whilst the April weekend did not attract the numbers
that we would have wished, everyone who
participated agreed it was a fabulous programme.
Thanks to the Magnus C of E School, Newark, who
presented a full scale production of The Pirates of
Penzance in the Paxton.
This performance
demonstrated what our
Youth Initiative is all about.
Children, you were great.

Sunday afternoon,
culminating in a sing of
"Hail Poetry" at exactly
4.00pm.

Venetian Ball

From China to
Somerset

We "had a Ball" that
evening. It was a Venetian
Ball. Our grateful thanks
to the 15 or so couples
from the Old Time Dance
Society, who demonstrated
the elegance of their hobby.
It was dancing at its best.
The weekend highlight was
of course the fabulous
concert in the Octagon on

And at the same time,
people in different parts of
the world stood up and
sang with us. Alistair
Donkin halted a rehearsal in
the South West of England,
and the whole cast joined
in. The Reverend Stephen
Shipley's son sang it from
his apartment in China.
3

THANK YOU!
A big "Thank you" to
those who have sent us
donations of unwanted
G&S scores and other
memorabilia. These are
always welcome,
especially scores and
libretti. We are gradually
accumulating a useful
archive of material.
If anyone has any
unwanted scores or
libretti, we would be
delighted to receive
them at the Festival
Office and can guarantee
that they will be put to
good use. Alternatively,
by all means bring them
to Buxton with you and
deliver them to the
Portacabin.
It was sung in South
Africa, across the United
States, and by one lucky
person on a cruise ship in
the Caribbean.

Supporting Youth
And it is all about raising
money to enable our Youth
and School Initiative to take
off. By the end of this
year’s Festival, we will have
our first full school kit
ready. It is of course The
Pirates of Penzance, which
features a new vocal score,
specially adapted for young
people's voices, and a
teacher's pack offering
ideas and suggestions how
to take a production of
Pirates, and turn it into an
entire school initiative.
Details will be available
from our Portacabin
throughout the festival.

OVERSEAS VISITORS
The Gilbert and Sullivan Festival has become a
truly international event and we are especially
pleased this year to be welcoming performing
groups from four continents.
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Victoria, from Australia,
will have travelled the greatest distance to bring their
production of Patience (14 August).

Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Victoria

In fact, it would be difficult
for anyone to travel further
- unless there is a New
Zealand society out there
reading this!
A very warm welcome back
to the Gilbert and Sullivan
Society of Cape Town, who
were last with us in 2005
when they overcame
appalling transport
problems to win our hearts
with The Pirates of
Penzance. This year they

societies, many of whose
members are Buxton
regulars.
And from Europe - just
across the Irish Sea - comes
another group making its
Buxton début – Festival
Productions, Ireland's
premier amateur society.
They will present The
Mikado on 15 August.
SavoyNet is an internet
discussion group, which
exists in a world where
distances don't matter. But
once a year many of them
travel to Buxton to spend
ten days rehearsing a show
for the Festival. This year's
H.M.S. Pinafore on 8
August will be their

present The
Gondoliers (12
August).
The Philadelphia
Gilbert and Sullivan
Union, from the
United States, is
making its first
Festival appearance
with Iolanthe (5
August), but many
of their faces are familiar.
That's because the group is a
union of six Philadelphia

The Philadelphia Gilbert & Sullivan Union
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The Cape Town
Gilbert & Sullivan Society

eleventh consecutive
Buxton production and the
cast is drawn from the UK,
Europe and North America.
Add to these enthusiasts
the individual visitors from
Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, Estonia, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and
the fourteenth Festival is
perhaps the most
international ever!

FIRST TIME
AT
THE
FESTIVAL?
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS
First time visitors to the festival might find the
many and varied G&S activities and events a little
bewildering, and also finding one’s bearings in a
busy Buxton can be a challenge. So, for those of
you who might be making your first trip, here is a
short guide as to what goes on, where and when.
Main evening
performances take
place in the Frank
Matcham-designed
Opera House.
Opened in 1903, it
has just over 900
seats and in terms of
ambience and
aesthetics provides a
perfect setting for
Gilbert and Sullivan.

Gillian Humphreys

closing time at about 1.00am.
Our festival is of course
famed for the fact that you
can enjoy G&S almost round
the clock. Our packed fringe
programme makes this
possible and most of these
events take place next door
to the Opera House in the
Paxton Theatre which is
within the Pavilion Gardens.
This year’s Fringe is our best
ever. It’s more international
than in previous years and
we look forward to your
support. You can book on
the door on the day.

Opera House shows are staged by both
professional and non-professional
companies. The professional groups this
year are the Gilbert and Sullivan Opera
Company and Carl Rosa Opera. The nonprofessionals participate in the
International Festival Competition, with
each production being assessed by our
adjudicator Gillian Humphreys.

After each performance Gillian will deliver a short critique
from the stage - please stay in your seats and enjoy this as
it provides a highly constructive insight into production
and performance. The group scoring the highest number
of points is declared International Champion. There
are also a host of individual awards.
This year the winners will be announced at the
Festival Gala Luncheon on Sunday 19 August at the
Palace Hotel.
The evening’s entertainment does not end, however,
when the Opera House curtain comes down. For
opening next door in the Pavilion Gardens lounge
each night, is the Festival Club. Here you will find
live entertainment, invariably G&S themed, hot and
cold food . . . and a bar. It’s a lively spot right up to
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You'll find full listings at the
end of this newsletter.
Morning events usually start
at 10.30, those in the
afternoon at 2.30 (a few at
3pm), and Paxton evening
events at 8pm. At times you
might find it hard to decide
what to see with so much
going on at the same time.
But that is part of the appeal
of the Festival – something
for everyone, almost all of
the time!

PAXTON CHANGES
Illnesses and other commitments have meant a number of changes to the programme of
Fringe events in the Paxton Theatre which was announced in the January Newsletter. Some
events have had to be cancelled, others have been moved, and some exciting new ones have
been added. If you had booked tickets for any of the cancelled events, you should have been
contacted by the Festival Office to make alternative arrangements. If you have not, please get
in touch with Stephen Turnbull (Stephen@gs-festival.co.uk) and he will sort it out for you. All
the Paxton events are listed chronologically at the back of this newsletter: "THE FINAL
PROGRAMME". Tickets for all Fringe events can be booked now at the Buxton Opera House
box office on 084512-72190, or on the day on the door! Here are some of the highlights:
Sunday 29 July 3.00 and
Saturday 18 August 10.30
Thomas Round
The one and only Thomas
Round presents two brand
new programmes to delight
us this year.
On 29 July
he will talk
about some
of the
sopranos he
has duetted
with in his
long and
distinguished career; and on
18 August he talks about
some of the baritones and
basses. Both talks will be
illustrated with private
recordings from Tom's
personal collection.
Thursday 2 August
Telling the Story in G&S
Gilbert and
Sullivan
Opera
Company
regular
Martin Lamb
investigates
what makes
W.S. Gilbert
such an interesting and
influential dramatist,
examining his handling of
plot, satire and the absurd,
and singing some of the
best-loved songs from the

operas along the way.
Martin hopes that this
event will appeal to
anyone who has ever
laughed out loud at G&S
or wanted to know more
about Gilbert's place in
theatre history. The
lecture will be followed by
a discussion.
Friday 3 August 2.30
Friends of Helen
Beechinor in Concert
We were all saddened by
Helen Beechinor's death
from cancer
earlier this
year at a
tragically
early age.
Helen had
great
success as
an amateur
at the early Festivals before
turning professional and
working with many of this
country's major opera
companies. Some of her
many musical friends amateurs and professionals
alike - will come together
on 3 August to celebrate
Helen's life by performing
some of the music she
loved. A donation to
cancer research will be
made by the Festival in her
memory.
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Friday 10 August 2.30
Roberta Morrell
Roberta was a
member of the
original D'Oyly
Carte Opera
Company from
1972 until the
very last
performance in
February 1982.
During that time she toured
all over the UK and to
Europe, the USA, Australia
and New Zealand. Come and
hear her share some of her
memories with us.
Saturday 11 August 3pm and
8pm
H.M.S. Pinafore
Charles Court
Opera's
exciting new
production of
H.M.S.
Pinafore, with
John Savournin
as Captain
Corcoran, has
been moved from 18 August.
Tuesday 14 August 2.30
On Record Forever
Roger and Rosemary Wild
present a history of the Savoy
Operas on record from 1888,
with original discs and
cylinders played on vintage

equipment. Roger Wild is a
lifelong
devotee of the
operas and an
enthusiast for
Sullivan's
music in
general. He
and his wife
Rosemary
have given talks to many
G&S groups including the
London, Manchester,
Norwich and Brighton G&S
Societies, and over a dozen
presentations at Sullivan
Society weekends. Roger
and Rosemary have collected
all things G&S for over fifty
years, including recordings
dating back to 1897.
Wednesday 15 August and
Thursday 16 August 2.30pm
Manchester and Norwich
G&S Societies
For many years the
Manchester G & S Society
have presented an afternoon
at the Festival Fringe. This
year they will be back with a
view of Ruddygore on 16
August. We are delighted to
welcome for the first time
their sister society from
Norwich, who will give us
two very different talks:
John Balls will talk about
Sullivan's hymns and play
some examples; and Arthur
Barrett will entertain us with
a selection of old, new and
unusual G&S recordings.
Saturday 18 August 3pm
and 8pm
Cox and Box and The Zoo
We welcome the recentlyformed Avon Opera who are
making their first
appearance at the Festival
with full scale productions
of Sullivan's two nonGilbert one-act operas.

GILBERT AND SULLIVAN
OPERA COMPANY
We are all eagerly looking forward to this year's new
productions by Alan Spencer of Patience and The
Mikado. Patience will be performed in the Opera House
on 3 August (evening) and 4 August (matinée and
evening); The Mikado will be seen on 10 August
(evening) and 11 August (matinée and evening).
Musical Director will be John Owen Edwards. The cast
lists, which are nearly complete, include many Festival
favourites, and are as follows:

PATIENCE
Colonel Calverley . .
Major Murgatroyd .
Duke of Dunstable .
Reginald Bunthorne
Archibald Grosvenor
Lady Angela . . . . .
Lady Saphir . . . . . .
Lady Ella . . . . . . . .
Lady Jane . . . . . . .
Patience . . . . . . . .
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. Donald Maxwell
. Gareth Jones
. Oliver White
. Simon Butteriss
. James Cleverton
. Victoria Byron
.
. Rebecca Gresson
. Jill Pert
. Rebecca Bottone

THE MIKADO
The Mikado of Japan
Nanki-Poo . . . . . . .
Ko-Ko . . . . . . . . . .
Pooh-Bah . . . . . . .
Pish-Tush . . . . . . .
Yum-Yum . . . . . . .
Pitti-Sing . . . . . . . .
Peep-Bo . . . . . . . .
Katisha . . . . . . . . .

Oliver White
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. Donald Maxwell
. Oliver White
. Simon Butteriss
. Gareth Jones
. James Cleverton
. Rebecca Bottone
. Victoria Byron
.
. Jill Pert

Victoria Byron Rebecca Gresson

Festival Production
– an international cast

A strong cast of principals has been announced for this
year's Festival production of Ruddigore on Wednesday
15 August. As well as singers from all over the UK we
are delighted to welcome back our old friend Mart
Sander from Estonia, who will be singing Despard.
From Florida Elise Curran is Margaret and from Egypt
via South Dakota, Raouf Zaidan sings Roderic.Musical
Director and Director will be Andrew Nicklin; the
chorus will be auditioned at Buxton on the morning of
Wednesday 8 August.
If you plan to audition please contact Stephen Turnbull
at the Festival office with your name and voice type:
01422-323252; Stephen@gs-festival.co.uk
Robin Oakapple: .
Richard Dauntless:
Sir Despard: . . . .
Old Adam: . . . . .
Sir Roderic: . . . .
Rose Maybud: . . .
Mad Margaret: . .
Dame Hannah: . .
Zorah: . . . . . . . .
Ruth: . . . . . . . . .

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Tim Hunt (Tiverton)
Mart Sander (Tallinn, Estonia)
David Craig (Glasgow)
Raouf Zaidan (South Dakota, USA)
Penny Daw (Exeter)
Elise Curran (Florida, USA)
Alison Davis (Manchester)
Hollie Denton (Sheffield)
Joanne Vickers (Sheffield)

Pictures from a
previous Festival
Production
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YOUTH
AND
YOUNG
ARTISTES
AUDITIONS
Please note that the
auditions for the Youth
Production of H.M.S.
Pinafore and the Young
Artistes' Production of
Trial by Jury have
changed and will now
take place on Saturday 28
July. They will begin at
9am in the Paxton Theatre
and should be over by
lunchtime.
The Youth Production has
an upper age limit of 18,
and the Young Artiste’s
Production is primarily for
those in their late teens
and early twenties. If you
want to take part, just
drop us a line or an email at the Festival Office
with your age, voice type
and whether you are
interested in a principal
part and / or chorus. The
Festival Administrator,
The Old Vicarage, All
Souls Road, Halifax, HX3
6DR; Stephen@gsfestival.co.uk

POT LUCK SHOWS
Grateful thanks to all those who have volunteered to take parts in this year's pot luck
shows in the Festival Club. Those already selected are listed below. If you would like to
fill any of the missing rôles, please contact Stephen Turnbull at the Festival Office
01422-323252; Stephen@gs-festival.co.uk

IOLANTHE

28 July
Lord Chancellor
Mountararat . .
Tolloller . . . . . .
Strephon . . . . .
Willis . . . . . . .
Queen . . . . . .
Iolanthe . . . . .
Celia . . . . . . .
Leila . . . . . . . .
Phyllis . . . . . .

TRIAL / COX
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

17 August
Judge . . .
Defendant
Counsel .
Usher . . .
Foreman .
Plaintiff . .

.Ian Smith
.Howard Turnbull
.Guilherme Gama
.Joseph Lowe
.Craig Robertson
.Zosia Kueynska
.Karen Jones
.Jo Dunbar
.Sarah Vamplew
.Lucy Matheson
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.
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.
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.
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.Samuel Silvers
.
.Geoffrey Brocklehurst
.John Howells
.Paul Thompson
.Rebecca Hains
.Laura Schatz
.
. Meriel Bartlett

.
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.
.
.

.
.
.
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.
.
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.
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.
.

.Mark Tooby
.Mike Gray
.Jim Lancaster
.Martin Wells
.Vic Golding
.
.
.Sarah Vamplew
.Alison Davis

.
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
.

.David Craig
.Luke Hewitt
.Mike Gray
.Geoffrey Brocklehurst
.Peter Smith
.Maureen Todd

SORCERER

18 August
Marmaduke . . .
Alexis . . . . . . .
Daly . . . . . . . .
Notary . . . . . .
Wells . . . . . . .
Lady Sangazure
Aline . . . . . . .
Constance . . . .
Mrs Partlet . . .

PINAFORE
10 August
Sir Joseph
Corcoran .
Ralph . . .
Deadeye .
Bosun . . .
Carpenter
Josephine
Hebe . . .
Buttercup

.
.
.
.
.
.

Cox . . . . . . . . . .
Box . . . . . . . . . .
Bouncer . . . . . . .Paul Thompson

RUDDIGORE
4 August
Robin . .
Dick . . .
Despard
Adam . .
Roderic .
Rose . . .
Margaret
Hannah
Zorah . .

.
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

.Paul Thompson
.Paul Richmond
.
.
.Neil Smith
.Rosie Hardy
.Elaine Clelland
.Elise Curran
.Romy McCabe

REMEMBER
THE CHORUS
FOR ALL THESE
SHOWS IS . . .
. . . CHIEFLY
YOURSELF!
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Musical
Solutions

www.musicalsolutions.com
Audio CD and MTDT
rehearsal material
for all the
Gilbert & Sullivan
operas
Ideal for soloists and
chorus alike to learn their
vocal line correctly

We are proud to be the sponsor of the Youth Festival
Company’s production of HMS Pinafore and the
Young Artistes’ production of Trial by Jury on 2 August 2007

Gilbert & Sullivan

The Old Time Dance Society

NOTEBASHERS

Founded 1984

Patron: Miss Angela Rippon OBE

REHEARSAL CDs

WE OFFER:-

available for Principals and Chorus (SATB)

Dances largely in the styles and music of
the Victorian & Edwardian eras;
membership giving you an 8-issues-per-year
Newsletter, with a What's On guide to dance
events, news of OT clubs around the country,
technical information and historical notes;
advice on where to dance, what to dance and
how to dance, as well as where to buy shoes,
books, dance scripts etc.

Each CD provides the accompaniment
with your vocal part predominant
for rehearsal purposes.
Price to UK £9.00 per part
including postage & packing.

Piano accompaniment for all G & S Operas
are also available

For the historians, we have arguably the best
archive in the country. Best of all, we give you
the chance to enjoy leisure time in pleasant
company, with the kind of melodic music
rarely heard nowadays.

Alistair Donkin: Director & performer, formerly with
the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company, commented:
"Superb, so clear and easy to follow. I would have no
hesitation in recommending this service to anyone,
chorister or soloist. There is nothing else quite on this
scale or of this quality, it is an absolute boon."

Give us a try –

only £14 a year (couples), £9 (singles)

Contact Penny Hood Telephone 01706 219586
For full catalogue visit www.notebashers.com

Ring Memb.Secretary Paul Harding
on 01225 - 335740
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Paxton Theatre:
Auditions for Young Artistes' Production of Trial by Jury
Auditions for Youth Production of HMS Pinafore
The auditions for the Youth Production of H.M.S. Pinafore and the Young Artistes'
Production of Trial by Jury will take place on Saturday 28 July, and not as previously
announced. They will begin at 9am in the Paxton Theatre and should be over by
lunchtime. The Youth Production has an upper age limit of 18, and the Young Artistes’
Production is primarily for those in their late teens and early twenties. If you want to take
part, just contact us at the Festival Office with your age, voice type and whether you are
interested in a principal part and / or chorus. The Festival Administrator, The Old
Vicarage, All Souls Road, Halifax, HX3 6DR; 01422-323252; Stephen@gs-festival.co.uk

9.00
am

SATURDAY 28 JULY

A DAY BY DAY EXAMINATION
OF THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL

1.00
pm

Pavilion Gardens:
Singing all thirteen G&S operas simultaneously
Thirteen different operas, thirteen different groups, thirteen different sites around the
Pavilion Gardens. That’s our target for this year’s opening extravaganza.You can wander
from one opera to another and catch all your favourite bits, or join in and sing your
favourite opera - it's up to you! It's all about a fun start to the fourteenth Festival. Groups
already pledged to take part include: the Young Artists (Trial by Jury); Preston G&S
Society (The Sorcerer); the Nomads (H.M.S. Pinafore); Aireborough G&S Society (The
Mikado); Blackpool G&S Society (The Yeomen of the Guard); Dee and Alyn G&S Society
(The Gondoliers) and Oxford University G&S Society (Utopia Limited). Don’t worry if it’s
wet. All the shows will move indoors. And after the sing-around join us for . . . . .

3.30
pm

Octagon:
Opening Big Sing
Come along and sing some of your favourite G&S choruses under the baton of Festival
Musical Director, Christine Nicklin. Or just sit back and listen - wallow in the mighty
sound of hundreds of enthusiasts letting rip. This traditional opening to the Festival hasn't
been heard for a few years, and we thought it was time we brought it back!
Paxton Theatre:
Ian Smith's
Old Time Music Hall
New for 2007: a weekly look back to the
golden days of music hall. Songs serious
and silly, monologues, recitations, jokes,
speciality acts. A different bill each week,
all presented and linked by your Chairman,
the irrepressible Ian Smith and featuring
The Cat’s Whiskers (seen here).

8.00
pm

Continued >
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SATURDAY 28 JULY

Opera House:
The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
We are delighted to welcome Carl Rosa Opera back to Buxton after an absence of several
years. They have just returned to the UK from a long and successful tour of the USA and
Canada, and are preparing for an autumn UK tour with no fewer than four G&S operas in
their repertoire - The Pirates of Penzance, Patience, Iolanthe and The Yeomen of the
Guard. Yeomen and Iolanthe are new productions, and we are privileged that the
company will be premièring them both here at Buxton.
Yeomen boasts a strong cast, including David Curry (Fairfax), Bruce Graham (Meryll),
Charlotte Page (Elsie), Steven Page (Shadbolt) and Nuala Willis (Dame Carruthers).
Director is Michael McCaffery; Musical Director Martin Handley.
Colonel Fairfax is under sentence of death on a trumped-up charge so that a crooked
kinsman can inherit his estates. The Colonel means to thwart him by marrying Elsie
Maynard, a strolling player, who, with her partner, jester Jack Point, has arrived at the
Tower of London. Elsie and Fairfax are married, but the Colonel escapes from his
condemned cell. As yeomen warders search for the escaped prisoner everyone struggles to
come to terms with their new situation. Eventually almost every issue is happily resolved,
but for one poor character there is only tragedy as the curtain falls.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our opening Festival Club features a pot-luck performance of Iolanthe. At around 10.15pm
we will sing all the music of the opera with a pre-selected cast of principals. The audience
provide the chorus. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until
midnight.
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Opera House:
The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
For details see opposite.

2.30
pm

3.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Duets with Sopranos: Thomas Round
Thomas Round is one of this country's finest post-war tenors. Always a
Festival favourite, he presents two brand new programmes to delight us
this year. Today he will talk about some of the sopranos he has duetted
with in his long and distinguished career; and on 18 August he talks
about some of the baritones and basses. Both talks will be illustrated with
private recordings from Tom's personal collection.
Opera House:
The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
For details see opposite.

7.30
pm

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Over the Rainbow: Generally G&S
Retford-based society Generally G & S, under its Musical Director Martin
Yates, has a proud reputation for reviving Sullivan's later operas. They
have staged Haddon Hall (twice), The Chieftain, The Beauty Stone and
The Rose of Persia. Tonight they bring us a concert on the theme of
myth and legend featuring G&S alongside selections from Sullivan's King
Arthur (1895), The Beauty Stone (1898) and the posthumous The Emerald
Isle (1901).
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Tonight we have a double cabaret from the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Edinburgh. At
around 10.45pm, a short mixed programme, followed at around 11.15pm by a lively
complete concert performance of Trial by Jury. Hot and cold food will be available and the
bar will be open until midnight.
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SUNDAY 29 JULY

Paxton Theatre
Desert Island Discs:
John Owen Edwards
Once again this year we have a chance to hear Festival celebrities choose
the eight pieces of music they would take with them if they were cast
away on a desert island. Our first guest is the Musical Director of the
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company, John Owen Edwards.

10.30
am

MONDAY 30 JULY

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
In conversation: Peter Mulloy
Carl Rosa Opera have been touring full-scale professional G&S
productions all over the UK, and to the USA, Canada and Australia, for
almost a decade. Their founder and driving force is Peter Mulloy. Come
along and hear the story of his life and career – including how to build
an opera company from nothing!

2.30
pm

Songs of Famous Savoyards
– Part 7: Jeremy Stevenson
We welcome back Jeremy Stevenson with another fascinating programme.
A study of famous Savoyards using unique recordings not available
commercially and often featuring artists singing rôles they have never
played on stage. There is an optional quiz with a prize for the winner.
Opera House:
7.30 The Pirates of Penzance:
pm Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Edinburgh
Competitive performance
For our first amateur show of 2007 we welcome the
Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Edinburgh, one of
Scotland's oldest-established and best-known operatic
groups and regular visitors to the Festival.
Musical Director David Lyle and Director Alan
Borthwick are a highly successful team, well
known both for their work in G&S and as
champions of the music of Sullivan.
Frederic, the pirate apprentice, is the slave of
duty. His sense of duty has made him spend
the last thirteen years with a gang of
incompetent pirates, but now he is out of his
indentures and free to leave and fall in love.
He is about to lead a posse of cowardly
policemen into battle against them when he
receives a shocking piece of news that seems
to condemn him to a pirate's existence until
well into his old age.
At the end of the performance Gillian
Pictures from
Humphreys, the Festival Adjudicator, will make
a previous
her first appearance of the Festival and will
production of
deliver a brief adjudication from the stage.
‘Yeomen of the Guard’
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our main cabaret tonight is by the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Edinburgh at around
11pm. There will also be an earlier cabaret at around 10.30pm. Details will be announced
later. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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Paxton Theatre:
Desert Island Discs: Gillian Humphreys
Come ands hear our Adjudicator, the international soprano Gillian
Humphreys, talk about her life and career, and play us the eight records
she would take with her to a desert island.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Here's a State of Things: Bernard Lockett
Bernard Lockett introduces his new historical novel which intertwines the
lives of two sets of characters, a hundred years apart, but both absorbed by
the works and times of Gilbert and Sullivan and the D'Oyly Carte Opera
Company. Rupert Moore and his grandmother are on their way to attend
the final performance of the D'Oyly Carte in February 1982. Thomas Dobbs,
a stagehand, and his seamstress wife, Nellie, live in the grinding poverty
of 19th century London's Shoreditch. When illness forces Nellie out of the
local dress factory, she joins her husband in the theatre. What follows is a
lovingly described chronicle of their lives as they become inextricably
captivated by D'Oyly Carte and the works of Gilbert and Sullivan.

TUESDAY 31 JULY

10.30
am

Opera House:
7.30 The Gondoliers:
pm Abbots Langley Gilbert and Sullivan Society
Competitive performance
Abbots Langley is twenty miles north-west of London.
ALGSS was founded in 1951 by the new vicar, the
Reverend Raymond S. Wilkinson, who wasted little time
in cajoling members of the church choir and other local
singers into performing The Mikado. This started a
tradition unbroken for over fifty-five years. The Society
continues to attract new members, both young and not so
old, and is currently in robust health. They are extremely proud at the amount and range
of talent amongst their wide and thriving membership, with most recent productions
being cast entirely from within the society; and are delighted to have been invited back for
a sixth time to the International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival.
The Gondoliers is a tale of mistaken identity. Two gondoliers have just got married, but it
turns out that one of them is the King of Barataria. But which one? Nobody knows, so
they both have to go to Barataria and reign jointly. Not only that, but the King was
married when a baby to the daughter of the Duke of Plaza-Toro. Confusing? Don’t worry,
all ends happily amid a cascade of sparking music.
At the end of the performance Festival Adjudicator Gillian Humphreys will give brief
comments from the stage.
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our main cabaret tonight is by the Abbots Langley Gilbert and Sullivan Society at around
11.15pm. There will also be an earlier cabaret at around 10.45pm. Details will be announced
later. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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WEDNESDAY 1 AUGUST

Paxton Theatre:
Desert Island Discs:
Ian Smith
Festival founder and Director Ian Smith talks about his life and career. It’s a
Merry-go-Round from Snow White to Princess Grace, and from needlecraft to
bar codes and food safety, plus of course the eight records he would take to a
desert island.

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
A Sensation Novel and Carrotina:
OOPS Productions
We welcome back OOPS Productions, an all-age company from Ollerton in
Nottinghamshire, with another unusual double bill. A Sensation Novel is an early comedy
by W. S. Gilbert, to which OOPS have added music by Sullivan; while Carrotina is a short
play by George Grossmith, who created many of the "comedian" roles in the G&S operas.

2.30
pm

Opera House:
The Sorcerer: Peak Opera
Competitive performance
Peak Opera came into existence in 2005, when the organisers of the International Gilbert
and Sullivan Festival asked David Duffey and David Cookson to mount a production of
Trial by Jury. This year's appearance will be their third at the Festival. The company is
brought together from a wide variety of sources: professional and semi-professional
singers, Buxton G&S Festival award winners and nominees, music college students, and
talented amateur singers. Peak Opera (named after the Peak District which was the place
of its birth) is pleased to include performers who are local to the Buxton area.
As well as appearing at the G&S Festival, Peak Opera has appeared as part of the yearround Gilbert and Sullivan programme of events at Grim's Dyke Hotel, the former home
of W. S. Gilbert.
Alexis Pointdextre is an idealistic young aristocrat who believes in the nobility of the
working classes, and that people from different classes can love and marry happily
together. To prove his theory, he engages the services of Mr. Wells, an old-established
family sorcerer, to administer a love potion to the entire village of Ploverleigh.
Unfortunately, as the villagers recover from their drug-induced sleep, they all fall in love
with the "wrong" people. To return the situation to normal a drastic sacrifice is called for.
At the end of the performance Gillian Humphreys will give a short adjudication from the
stage.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. Our first, at around 10.45, features the Canadian soprano
Laura Schatz; then at around 11.15 members of Peak Opera, fresh from The Sorcerer, will
show us their versatility in cabaret. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be
open until midnight.
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2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre
Telling the Story in G&S
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company regular Martin Lamb investigates what
makes W.S. Gilbert such an interesting and influential dramatist, examining
his handling of plot, satire and the absurd, and singing some of the bestloved songs from the operas along the way. Martin hopes that this event will
appeal to anyone who has ever laughed out loud at G&S or wanted to know
more about Gilbert's place in theatre history. The lecture will be followed by
a discussion.
Opera House:
Trial by Jury: Young Artistes' production
H.M.S. Pinafore: Youth Production
Youth is in the spotlight tonight with a favourite G&S double
bill. The Young Artistes’ are aged between around eighteen and
twenty-five. Many are Festival veterans. Tonight they present the
sparkling little one-act opera Trial by Jury, the story of an
Pamela
Christine
unlikely breach of promise case and the Learned Judge's novel
Leighton-Bilik
Nicklin
way of solving it. The Youth Production of H.M.S. Pinafore will
feature a cast of up to eighty children aged between eight and eighteen. They first came
together last Saturday and have been working
intensively on the production with the Festival's
Director of Education, Pamela Leighton-Bilik
and Festival Musical Director, Christine Nicklin.
Humble sailor Ralph Rackstraw loves Josephine,
his captain's daughter. The captain wants to
marry her off to Sir Joseph Porter, the First Lord
of the Admiralty. After rejection, attempted
suicide, reconciliation, elopement, confrontation
and a shock revelation, all ends happily.

7.30
pm

Picture from the 2006 production of ‘Iolanthe’
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 an international duo of Samuel Silvers
(New York) and William Revels (Sussex) examine conspiracies in G&S. Then at around
11.15 the Young Artists will show us their versatility in cabaret. Hot and cold food will be
available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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THURSDAY 2 AUGUST

Paxton Theatre:
Acting Workshop:
David Duffey
Here's your chance to learn some "wrinkles" of G&S stagecraft - or simply to
be entertained listening to wisdom being imparted. David Duffey has a
lifetime's experience of the amateur stage as performer and director, and is
well known to Festival audiences through his work with SavoyNet and Peak
Opera.

10.30
am

FRIDAY 3 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
Festival Choir rehearsal
Come and join our choir! Here's a chance for you to enjoy a morning's singing, whatever
your ability. Acclaimed Musical Director Andrew Nicklin will take you through a few wellknown G&S choruses and then, in the evening, you are invited to become the first cabaret
in the Festival Club and perform the music you have learned. Words and music provided.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre
Friends of Helen Beechinor in Concert
We were all saddened by Helen Beechinor's death from cancer earlier this year
at a tragically early age. Helen had great success as an amateur at the early
Festivals before turning professional and working with many of this country's
major opera companies. Some of her many musical friends, including Michael
and Joy Rayner, David Mackie and Hilary Morgan, celebrate Helen's life by
performing some of the music she loved. A donation to cancer research will be
made by the Festival in her memory.
Opera House:
Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Professional performance
Our own professional company goes from strength to strength and this is the first of two
new productions they will be presenting during the Festival. Directed by Alan Spencer
and with John Owen Edwards as Musical Director, the cast includes some of the finest
British singers: Rebecca Bottone, Simon Butteriss, Victoria Byron, James Cleverton,
Rebecca Gresson, Gareth Jones, Donald Maxwell, Jill Pert and Oliver White.
Village milkmaid Patience boasts that she has never loved, unlike all the women around
her, who are madly in love with Reginald Bunthorne, a pretentious poet. Patience gets it
into her head that love must be unselfish, which is unfortunate when her childhood
sweetheart, Archibald Grosvenor, turns up. He is also a poet, but as he is perfect, loving
him cannot be unselfish, so Patience goes off in despair and attaches herself to Bunthorne
as an act of unselfish duty. The girls all transfer their affections to Grosvenor, who doesn't
want them, much to the annoyance of the Dragoon Guards officers, who do. In the end,
all pair off happily, but who is Bunthorne's bride?

7.30
pm

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
New for 2007: a weekly look back to the golden days of music hall. Songs serious and
silly, monologues, recitations, jokes, speciality acts. A different bill each week, all
presented and linked by your Chairman, the irrepressible Ian Smith.
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.30 the Festival Choir, conducted by Andrew
Nicklin, will sing a selection of choral highlights from the G&S repertoire. Then at around
11.00 there will be a most unusual musical treat from Charles Hindmarsh, a virtuoso
exponent of the musical saw. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open
until midnight.
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Paxton Theatre:
The Mikado: The Wand'ring Minstrels
Bringing a fresh take on Gilbert and Sullivan's best known opera, a company of dedicated,
enthusiastic young men and women from the Bishop Vesey's Grammar School and Sutton
Coldfield Grammar School for Girls Joint Operatic Society perform their exciting new
version. With a minimal cast of seven, the rôle of Nanki-Poo is exchanged, shared and
handed over throughout the show, resulting in an unmissable opportunity to see an
original and diverting production of this oft-performed opera.

Opera House:
Patience:
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Professional performance
See opposite for details.

2.30
pm

Picture from the 2006 production of
‘HMS Pianfore’

3.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Film: The Mikado
One of the biggest highlights of the 2006 Festival was
the performance of The Mikado by the Tokyo Theatre
Company in Japanese. The first performance of The
Mikado in Japanese outside of Japan, it was a sellout
and took the Festival by storm. For those who missed
it last year, here is a chance to see the film of the
performance. For those who saw it last year, here is
an opportunity to relive some happy memories.

Opera House: Patience:
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company Professional performance
See opposite for details.
Before the evening performance there will be community singing from the gallery, so if
you want to take part be sure to be in your seat by 7pm.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Tonight our cabaret takes the form of a pot-luck performance of Ruddigore. At around
10.15pm we will sing all the music of the opera with a pre-selected cast of principals. The
audience provides the chorus. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open
until midnight
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SATURDAY 4 AUGUST

10.30
am

SUNDAY 5 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
The Gilbert and Sullivan Soprano Arias: Rebecca Hains
Rebecca Hains is a young soprano from Massachusetts in the USA. She has recently
issued a compact disc recording of all the G&S soprano arias. Today she will sing those
arias (or most of them) with John Howells at the piano.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Young Artistes' concert
The Young Artists are a group of promising singers mostly in the 18-25 age group. The
membership is fluid and they are an important and well-established part of the Festival.
Today this year's team presents a mixed concert of G&S solos and ensembles, with John
Howells at the piano.
Opera House:
Iolanthe: Philadelphia Gilbert and Sullivan Union
Competitive performance
Since the founding of the Savoy Company in 1901, the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
has been America's home for the interpretation of the works of Gilbert and Sullivan, with
more societies dedicated to their production than any other US city. After twice bringing a
show to the International G&S Festival Brendan and Harriet O'Brien, on and off-stage
veterans of many G&S productions with virtually all of the Philadelphia-area G&S
societies, decided to form the Philadelphia Gilbert and Sullivan Union.
The Union's mission is to combine the talents and resources of organizations, including
the Savoy Company, the G&S Society of Chester County, the G&S Players, Rose Valley
Chorus & Orchestra, Ardensingers, and the Penn Singers for the sole purpose of
mounting a production here in Buxton. The combined support of these groups has made
this production possible, and the performers and production staff carry with them many
years of experience with all of these societies.
Iolanthe, banished from fairyland for marrying a mortal, is pardoned by her Queen. She
has a son, Strephon, who is half a fairy and is in love with Phyllis, a ward of court. The
entire House of Lords also loves Phyllis and they turn up en masse to woo her. When
Phyllis overhears Strephon talking to his very young-looking fairy mother she assumes he
is being unfaithful and spurns him. The Fairy Queen intervenes and sends Strephon into
Parliament, where he creates havoc. Then Strephon's father takes a hand and decides he
will marry Phyllis!
Immediately after the performance Gillian Humphreys will give a brief verbal adjudication.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our cabarets tonight have a transatlantic flavour. At around 10.45 we
welcome soprano Elise Curran from Florida, who, with her voice, flute and
surprise guests, will present a Celtic medley. Then at around 11.15pm, the
Philadelphia Gilbert and Sullivan Union will entertain us. Hot and cold food
will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
The Gilbert and Sullivan Dating Agency
An original work written by Susannah Bradley for the Festival.
A hilarious account of life in a world where characters from the
Savoy Operas can come to find new love when that planned for
them by W.S. Gilbert goes wrong. Who consoles Frederic when
Mabel joins the police force? Where does Katisha seek a
soulmate? The fun is interspersed with many well-known songs
from the operas, beautifully sung by soprano Natasha Shipp and
tenor Gerry Bremner.

Gerry Bremner Natasha Shipp

7.30
pm

Opera House:
The Pirates of Penzance: Liverpool Theatre School and College
Competitive performance
Liverpool Theatre School trains young men and women for a professional career on the
stage and tonight's production of Pirates is cast from students who have at least one year
of their three-year course to complete. Many of them have considerable stage experience,
and all have benefited from the tutelage of David Goulden and former D'Oyly Carte
mezzo Suzanne O'Keeffe, the two tutors who are respectively Musical Director and
director of this production.
Frederic, the pirate apprentice, is the slave of duty. His sense of duty has made him
spend the last thirteen years with a gang of incompetent pirates, but now he is out of his
indentures and free to leave and fall in love. Now his sense of duty compels him to
exterminate his former comrades. He is about to lead a posse of cowardly policemen into
battle against them when he receives a shocking piece of news that seems to condemn
him to a pirate's existence until well into his old age.
At the end of the performance Gillian Humphreys will deliver a brief adjudication from
the stage.

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.30 we will hear from the Wand'ring Minstrels,
a group of students from the West Midlands. Then at around 11pm, members of the
Liverpool Theatre School and College will show us more sides of their talents. Hot and
cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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MONDAY 6 AUGUST

Paxton Theatre:
Desert Island Discs:
Gareth Jones
Much-loved former D'Oyly Carte member and stalwart of our own Gilbert
and Sullivan Opera Company, Gareth Jones chooses the eight discs he would
take to a desert island.

10.30
am

TUESDAY 7 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
In the Dusk With a Light Behind Them
Perennial Festival favourites Jill Pert and Hilary Morgan at the
piano return with another programme of pieces from the world of
the musical theatre, together with some reminiscences of life on
and off the stage.
Hilary Morgan

Jill Pert

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
A Salaried Wit: Simon Butteriss
Simon Butteriss presents a special screening of his acclaimed dramadocumentary on George Grossmith, first broadcast on UK television last year.
Filmed on location in London, it investigates how much Grossmith influenced
and collaborated with Gilbert and Sullivan and includes costumed excerpts,
with full orchestra, from the G&S operas and Grossmith's own works. Time
Out called it "a dazzling musical tour-de-force". After the screening Simon will
answer questions and sign copies of the DVD.
Opera House:
The Mikado: Trent Opera
Competitive performance
The Mikado is perhaps the best-known
and best-loved work of British musical
theatre. Nottingham-based Trent Opera,
directed by Andrew Nicklin, have
prepared this production especially for the
G&S Festival.
Nanki-Poo, son of the Emperor of Japan,
has fled to the town of Titipu to escape a
forced marriage with the elderly Katisha. He
falls in love with Yum-Yum, who is engaged
to her guardian, Ko-Ko, a cheap tailor who
now holds the exalted rank of Lord high
Executioner. To complicate matters,
Katisha arrives, demanding her lover. She
is thwarted and vows dire vengeance. In
the end nobody dies, though several
have a narrow escape, and everything
ends more or less happily.
At the end of the performance Gillian
Humphreys will deliver her adjudication.

7.30
pm

Pictures from the
2006 production of “Patience”

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 New Yorker Carol Davis and her friends
will sing, then at around 11.15pm, members of Trent Opera, with their Musical Director
Andrew Nicklin, will offer a mixed programme. Hot and cold food will be available and
the bar will be open until midnight.
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10.30
am

Trinity Church: Festival Production chorus auditions
One of the highlights of the Festival is the Festival Production, which this year is Ruddigore.
Principals have been cast in advance, but anyone who would like to sing in the chorus,
knows the show and can commit to the rehearsal schedule, is most welcome to come along
and audition. For more details see 15 August.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Fondly Laid Aside (And They Should Be!): Stephen Turnbull
Festival Administrator and Sullivan Society Secretary Stephen Turnbull returns
with another selection of hilarious and varied G&S parodies. This year's
programme includes adverts for beer, soup and double-glazing; opera
synopses set to music; and original hymns, all sung to G&S tunes. Also settings of "The lost
chord" by composers other than Sullivan, a Gilbert reading and an early appearance of
"Disgusted – Tunbridge Wells". Stephen will be joined by Deborah Fox (soprano), John
Dennison (baritone), Hilary Morgan at the piano; and actors Vikki Dale and Robert Turnbull.

7.30
pm

Opera House:
HMS Pinafore: SavoyNet – Competitive performance
SavoyNet is an internet discussion group with over 750 members around the world,
including professional and amateur performers, accompanists and producers as well as
academics and audience members. It is not primarily a performing group, but it was almost
inevitable that when members started meeting each other face to face at Buxton they would
want to perform together. SavoyNet's first full-length performance was Ruddigore in 1999.
Since then, the group has performed a full-length show at every G&S Festival, and
participants have won nine awards, been nominated for a further 24, and took second place
overall in 2003 with Utopia, Ltd, and third place in 2005 with Iolanthe.
This year they are performing H.M.S. Pinafore with its satire on the English class system.
Humble sailor Ralph Rackstraw loves Josephine, his captain's daughter. The captain wants to
marry her off to Sir Joseph Porter, the First Lord of the Admiralty. After rejection, attempted
suicide, reconciliation, elopement, confrontation and a shock revelation, all ends happily.
Musical Director Florrie Marks has chosen to include "Reflect, my child", the deleted duet
reconstructed by SavoyNetters Helga J. Perry and the late Bruce I. Miller.
Adjudicator Gillian Humphreys will comment from the stage at the end of the performance.

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.30 Salford-based Forducks Theatre Company
will give a cabaret based on Cabaret - the Kander and Ebb musical. Then at around 11pm,
some more members of SavoyNet will offer a mixed musical programme. Hot and cold food
will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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WEDNESDAY 8 AUGUST

Bandstand: Singing from the Bandstand
Opposite the Pavilion Gardens cafeteria is the bandstand. Rain or shine,
we will gather there to sing some of the most popular G&S choruses. No charge
- no booking - just turn up and have fun!

10.30
am

THURSDAY 9 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
Sullivan and His Satellites: Elise Curran
Florida-based coloratura soprano Elise Curran returns to the Festival with a new concert
focusing on Sullivan and the composers who influenced him, who were his
contemporaries, and who followed him. Elise will sing music by Schubert, Balfe, German
and others alongside Sullivan and discuss the influences and the musical climate of the
time. Even Gilbert will make an appearance! The wide-ranging programme will include
opportunities for Elise to demonstrate the vocal pyrotechnics which astonished Fringe
audiences last year.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Foggerty's Fairy and Pygmalion and Galatea: Forducks Theatre Company
Fringe favourites Forducks Theatre Company return with two new productions of
comedies by W. S. Gilbert. Pygmalion and Galatea (1871) predates his collaboration with
Sullivan, while Foggerty's Fairy was written in 1880 but not performed until the end of
1881. After the performances there will be a question-and-answer session with the cast
and the director, Robert Turnbull.
Opera House:
Princess Ida: South Anglia Savoy Players
Competitive performance
Founded in 1977 by the late Derek Collins, the Players have performed in Ireland, Italy,
Malta, Portugal and the USA. In 1994, they were privileged to be invited to open the first
International Festival in Buxton with The Pirates of Penzance, and in 1996 were the first
British group to perform in Philadelphia in the first American leg of the Festival, winning
that year the coveted International Trophy with The Yeomen of the Guard. They won
again in 2001 with Pirates and 2002 with Ruddigore. Additionally they have been five
times runners-up, and have gained thirty-four individual awards.
In fifteen visits to the Waterford Festival they have gained over fifty awards including the
premier award a record five times. The group is proud of its unique record of performing
at every Gilbert and Sullivan Festival.
Prince Hilarion, son of King Hildebrand, is betrothed to Princess Ida, but she has
withdrawn from the world to run a women's university in Castle Adamant. The prince
and his two friends break into the university and confront the princess. She has them
arrested, but chaos ensues when Hildebrand and his army storm the castle. Princess Ida
contains some of Sullivan's finest music, especially the sequence of solos and concerted
numbers in Act II often known as "the string of pearls".
Immediately after the performance Adjudicator Gillian Humphreys will give her comments
from the stage.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 American soprano Rebecca Hains will join
forces with baritone Ian Henderson from Wokingham in a mixed programme of musical
theatre favourites. Then at around 11.15 South Anglia Savoy Players, fresh from their
performance of Princess Ida in the Opera House, will take to the Festival Club stage and
entertain us. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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Paxton Theatre:
Festival Choir rehearsal
Come and join our choir! Here's a chance for you to enjoy a morning's singing, whatever
your ability. Acclaimed Musical Director Andrew Nicklin will take you through a few wellknown G&S choruses and then, in the evening, you are invited to become the first cabaret
in the Festival Club and perform the music you have learned. Words and music provided.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Roberta Morrell
Roberta was a member of the original D'Oyly Carte Opera Company from
1972 until the very last performance in February 1982. During that time she
toured all over the UK and to Europe, the USA, Australia and New
Zealand. Come and hear her share some of her memories with us.
Opera House:
The Mikado: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Professional performance
For its second new production of 2007 the Gilbert and Sullivan Opera
Company presents the most popular of all the operas in a new
production by Alan Spencer. As ever, Musical Director is John Owen
Edwards and the cast includes débutante Rebecca Bottone alongside
familiar faces including Simon Butteriss, Victoria Byron, James
Cleverton, Gareth Jones, Donald Maxwell, Jill Pert and Oliver White.
Nanki-Poo, son of the Emperor of Japan, has fled
to the town of Titipu to escape a forced marriage
with the elderly Katisha. He falls in love with
Yum-Yum, who is engaged to her guardian, KoKo, a cheap tailor who now holds the exalted rank
of Lord high Executioner. To complicate matters,
Katisha arrives, demanding her lover. She is
thwarted and vows dire vengeance. In the end
nobody dies, though several have a narrow
escape, and everything ends more or less happily.

FRIDAY 10 AUGUST

10.30
am

7.30
pm

Pictures from
the 2006
production of
“The Pirates
of Penzance”

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
New for 2007: a weekly look back to the golden days of music hall. Songs serious and
silly, monologues, recitations, jokes, speciality acts. A different bill each week, all
presented and linked by your Chairman, the irrepressible Ian Smith.
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Tonight's main cabaret takes the form of a pot-luck performance of H. M. S. Pinafore.
At around 11.15pm we will sing all the music of the opera with a pre-selected cast of
principals. The audience provide the chorus. Before that, at around 10.45pm, the Festival
Choir will entertain us with the music they learned this morning. Hot and cold food will
be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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SATURDAY 11 AUGUST

10am
to
5pm

Octagon Ante-Room:
Memorabilia Fair
Today is our annual Memorabilia Fair. Browse through a vast range of books, scores,
records, CDs, programmes, photographs, models, ceramics and all manner of collectable
G&S items both new and secondhand. Stallholders include dealers, societies and
individuals. Admission is free.
Opera House:
The Mikado:
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Professional performance
For details see Friday 10 August.

2.30
pm

2006 production of
“The Pirates of Penzance”

3.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
HMS Pinafore: full costumed performances
Charles Court Opera promotes an open-minded and inclusive approach to
opera, committed to excellence and working almost exclusively with some of
the leading young professionals: singers, directors, musical directors and
designers from the widest possible variety of backgrounds. CCO aims to
challenge the conventions which have developed over repeated performances
of the G&S operettas without attempting to update the material. They believe
these pieces have a vividity and relevance which are often overlooked.

John
Savournin Jr.

Opera House:
The Mikado: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
Professional performance
For details see Friday 10 August.
Before the evening performance there will be community singing
from the gallery, so if you want to take part be sure to be
in your seat by 7pm.

7.30
pm

2006 production of “The Pirates of Penzance”

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
HMS Pinafore: full costumed performances
For details see 3pm above
FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 we welcome Northampton Gilbert and
Sullivan Group. Then around 11.15 the ladies and gentlemen of the Gilbert and Sullivan
Opera Company present one of the undoubted highlight cabarets of the festival. The
artistes demonstrate the total quality of our G&S Opera Company. Hot and cold food will
be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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Buxton Methodist Church (adjoining the Market Place):
Gilbert and Sullivan Festival Service
An important feature of every year's Festival is the religious service in which we give
thanks for the life and work of W. S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan. This year the service is
being held in the Buxton Methodist Church by kind permission of the Minister, the Revd.
Colin Smith. Preacher will be the Revd. Stephen Shipley, from St. John's Anglican church
and a good friend of the Festival. The hymns will all be sung to tunes by Sullivan, and
there will be some solos drawn from his sacred music. The congregation will also have the
opportunity to sing a simple Sullivan anthem (please come half an hour early for a short
practice).

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre,
Haddon Hall: Northampton Gilbert and Sullivan Group
Haddon Hall is the third collaboration between Northampton Gilbert and Sullivan Group
and Northampton Theatre Orchestra and Chorus, and follows on from costumed concert
versions of The Rose of Persia (2005) and Merrie England (2006). Haddon Hall, written by
Sydney Grundy (1848-1914) with music by Sullivan, opened at the Savoy Theatre on 24
September 1892 and ran for 204 performances. Loosely based on an actual historical event
at the famous stately home just a few miles down the road from Buxton, it tells of
Dorothy Vernon's elopement with John Manners, son of the Duke of Rutland, to avoid an
arranged marriage with her cousin Rupert.
Opera House:
The Gondoliers: Cape Town Gilbert and Sullivan Society
Competitive performance
The Cape Town Gilbert and Sullivan Society was founded in 1947 and now does at least
one three-week production each year, usually at the city's flagship Artscape Theatre.
Although it is an amateur society, it tries to work to as professional a standard as
possible, and use directors who will be, as Gilbert was, as innovative as possible.
Their first appearance at Buxton was in 2005. The South African High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom, Ms Lindiwe Mabuza, was so impressed with their work that she
found sponsorship which would enable them to return to Buxton this year.
The Gondoliers is a tale of mistaken identity. Two gondoliers have just got married, but it
turns out that one of them is the King of Barataria. But which one? Nobody knows, so
they reign jointly. Not only that, but the King was married when a baby to the daughter
of the Duke of Plaza-Toro. All ends happily amid a cascade of sparking music. For Cape
Town's Diamond Jubilee year, their Director, Teddy Davies, was asked to make the
production as classic as possible, without losing any of the sparkle which is usually
associated with his productions. For this reason, he has shifted the date to the late
Victorian period, which has resulted in some interesting freshening-up visually.
Immediately after the performance Gillian Humphreys will deliver her adjudication.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 Mart Sander, one of the leading
professional singers in Estonia, will entertain us. Then around 11.15 the Cape Town G&S
Society will present a mixed programme of South African music. Hot and cold food
available; bar open until midnight.
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SUNDAY 12 AUGUST

11.00
am

MONDAY 13 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
Gilbert Morning: the W. S. Gilbert Society
The Beginnings of Bab? An 1854 album of drawings has been discovered. They may be the
work of W. S. Gilbert whilst a student at King's College, London. Brian Jones presents the
drawings and the links to Gilbert. This is followed by The Happy Land: Gilbert's Banned
Play: Andrew Crowther relates the extraordinary story of the production and banning of
this early Gilbert satire, which brought Gladstone's government to Fairyland, and which
looks forward to Iolanthe and Utopia Limited.
Paxton Theatre:
Leonora Braham –
Happy Wanderings of a Savoyard: Rachel Harland
In August 1896 Leonora Braham appeared on the stage of what is now the
Paxton Theatre with a D'Oyly Carte touring company. After making her G&S
début in the title rôle of Patience in 1881, Leonora went on to create the rôles
of Phyllis, Princess Ida, Yum-Yum and Rose Maybud. She died in straitened
circumstances in 1931. Rachel Harland will trace the life of this enigmatic and
often overlooked pioneer.

2.30
pm

Opera House:
The Yeomen of the Guard: Nene Opera
Competitive performance
Nene Opera is committed to nurturing young talent and
introducing students to the delights of the Savoy Operas.
This production will be played along broadly traditional lines.
Sergeant Meryll's song "A laughing boy but yesterday", which
was cut from the opera shortly after the opening night, is
included but the duet for Dame Carruthers and Sergeant Meryll,
"Rapture! Rapture!", is omitted. A number of lines have been
cut in an effort to speed up the long first Act, while
some of the dialogue in Act II has also been pruned.
Colonel Fairfax is under sentence of death on a
trumped-up charge so that a crooked kinsman can
inherit his estates. The Colonel means to thwart him by
marrying Elsie Maynard, a strolling player, who, with
her partner jester Jack Point, has arrived at the Tower of
London. Elsie and Fairfax are married, but the Colonel
escapes from his condemned cell. As yeomen warders
search for the escaped prisoner everyone struggles to
come to terms with their new situation. Eventually
almost every issue is happily resolved, but for one poor
character there is only tragedy as the curtain falls.
After the performance Gillian Humphreys will deliver her adjudication.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. Members of Nene Opera will provide the main attraction
around 11.15pm, and details of a further cabaret, at around 10.45pm, will be announced
later. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar is open until midnight.
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Paxton Theatre:
A Victorian Matinée: Geoff Hales
Geoff Hales' Travelling Theatre is a one-man company specialising in the great Victorians.
His show today is a compilation of comic and dramatic pieces from the nineteenth century
which he has performed all over the country and on tour in Europe. It will include
extracts from Three Men in a Boat, The Diary of a Nobody, Henry Irving's The Bells and,
of course, W. S. Gilbert's Bab Ballads.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
On Record Forever
Roger and Rosemary Wild present a history of the Savoy Operas on record from 1888,
with original discs and cylinders played on vintage equipment. Roger is a lifelong devotee
of the operas and an enthusiast for Sullivan's music in general. He and his wife Rosemary
have given talks to many G&S groups including the London, Manchester, Norwich and
Brighton G&S Societies, and over a dozen presentations at Sullivan Society
weekends.They have collected all things G&S for over fifty years, including recordings
dating back to 1897.
Opera House:
Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Victoria
Competitive performance
The inaugural meeting of the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Victoria was held on 14
August 1935, and their first full-scale performance – The Sorcerer – took place in
Melbourne on 24 October 1936. The Society now presents three main seasons each year. It
has recently given centennial seasons of Utopia, Limited (1993), The Grand Duke (1996),
The Rose of Persia (1998), The Emerald Isle (2000), Merrie England (2002) and Tom Jones
(2007). G&S operas remain its core repertoire.
In 2006, the Society renamed its performing arm "Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Victoria".
Resident directors include Diana Burleigh, Richard Burman and Robert Ray. Resident
Musical Directors include Martin Wright and John Ferguson. Its patron is the Governor of
Victoria, Professor David de Kretser. It is the oldest continously performing company in
Victoria, and the third oldest in Australia.
Village milkmaid Patience boasts that she has never loved, unlike all the women around
her, who are madly in love with Reginald Bunthorne, a pretentious poet. Patience gets it
into her head that love must be unselfish, which is unfortunate when her childhood
sweetheart, Archibald Grosvenor, turns up. He is also a poet, but as he is perfect, loving
him cannot be unselfish, so she goes off in despair and attaches herself to Bunthorne as
an act of unselfish duty. The girls all transfer their affections to Grosvenor, who doesn't
want them, much to the annoyance of the Dragoon Guards officers, who do. In the end,
all pair off happily, but who is Bunthorne's bride?
After the performance Festival Adjudicator Gillian Humphreys will make brief comments
from the stage.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. The main performance will be at around 11.15pm and will
be given by members of Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Victoria. Before that, around 10.45,
will be a further cabaret, details of which will be announced later. Hot and cold food will
be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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TUESDAY 14 AUGUST

10.30
am

WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
Desert Island Discs: Robert Ray
Internationally acclaimed choreographer and director Robert Ray, director of last night's
Australian production of Patience, talks about his life and career and shares the eight records
he would take to a desert island.
Paxton Theatre:
Sullivan Hymns and Old, New and Unusual Recordings:
Norwich Gilbert and Sullivan Society
This two-part presentation will provide a real contrast as we look at Sullivan and Gilbert from
two different angles. In the first half John Balls will look at Sullivan's hymns, which were such
an important part of his income and success, and talk about them before we listen to some of
them. In the second half Arthur Barrett will use some of his extensive collection of recordings
to present something old, something new and something different, with a variety of
performers. Arthur is Chairman of the Norwich Gilbert and Sullivan Society, and John is its
Secretary.

2.30
pm

Opera House:
Ruddigore: Festival Production
Competitive performance
Tonight's production has been prepared and rehearsed during the last
week here in Buxton. The chorus were selected last Wednesday (see 8
August), but the principals were auditioned and cast in advance.
A strong international line-up includes: Robin Oakapple: Tim Hunt
(Tiverton); Sir Despard: Mart Sander (Tallinn, Estonia); Old Adam:
David Craig (Glasgow); Sir Roderic: Raouf Zaidan (South Dakota,
USA); Rose Maybud: Penny Daw (Exeter); Mad Margaret: Elise
Curran (Florida, USA); Dame Hannah: Alison Davis (Manchester);
Zorah: Hollie Denton (Sheffield); Ruth: Joanne Vickers (Sheffield).
Director and Musical Director is Andrew Nicklin.
Robin Oakapple is a young man with a curse on his
head - or rather, on his brother's head, for Robin is really
Sir Ruthven Murgatroyd, bad baronet of Ruddigore, and
is in hiding under an assumed name. His brother
Despard, believing him to be dead, labours under the
curse, which obliges him to commit a crime every day or
die in agony. Robin is in love with the very correct Rose
Maybud, but so is his foster-brother Richard, who lets
slip to Despard that Robin is still alive. So Robin has lost
the love of his life and must resume his baronetcy. Worse
that that, he must commit a daily crime. Yet his most
dastardly crime provides the solution to the curse!
Pictures from the 2006 production of
“The Yeomen of the Guard”
After the performance Gillian Humphreys will deliver
a brief adjudication from the stage.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
We have two cabarets tonight. At around 10.45 we welcome Romy McCabe and Gordon
Smethurst for a music hall-style singalong. Then around 11.15 cast members from the Festival
Production will give us their party pieces. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will
be open until midnight.
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Paxton Theatre:
Desert Island Discs: Andrew Nicklin
Andrew Nicklin is a man of many parts at the Festival - director, Musical Director,
performer. Today he is cast away and tells us which eight records he would take
to his desert island.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Ruddygore: An Original View: Manchester G&S Society
Nigel Anderson, a member of the Manchester Gilbert and Sullivan Society, presents an
afternoon discussing the original Ruddygore. This one-man show brings a variety of characters
to life with the aid of audio-visual and Nigel's unique acting in telling the story of Ruddygore.
Funny, sometimes poignant, from past to present, from the absurd to the downright bizarre,
this show is a treat for all.

Opera House:
The Mikado: Festival Productions (Ireland)
Competitive performance
Festival Productions has been in existence since the summer of 1998 when they presented a
sell-out production of The King and I at the National Concert Hall, Dublin. By popular
demand, this production was revived at the NCH in the following January - again playing to
capacity audiences. Each and every subsequent performance has had the "House Full" signs
proudly displayed outside Dublin's premier concert hall.
As Ireland's premier amateur music company they aim to introduce children of all ages to the
splendours of musical theatre and the magic that will live with them for years to come. All their
productions to date have been conducted by one of Ireland's top Music Directors – Aidan
Faughey. Resident choreographer Siobhan McQuillan is a multi-award winner in the world of
musical theatre. Vivian Coates, one of Ireland's top directors, is responsible for harnessing all
these talents into productions of the highest quality.
Nanki-Poo, son of the Emperor of Japan, has fled to the town of Titipu to escape a forced
marriage with the elderly Katisha. He falls in love with Yum-Yum, who is engaged to her
guardian, Ko-Ko, a cheap tailor who now holds the exalted rank of Lord high Executioner. To
complicate matters, Katisha arrives, demanding her lover. She is thwarted and vows dire
vengeance. In the end nobody dies, though several have a narrow escape, and everything ends
more or less happily.
After the performance, Gillian Humphreys will, for the last time at this Festival, deliver a brief
adjudication from the stage.

7.30
pm

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our main cabaret tonight, at around 11.15, will feature members from Festival Productions'
cast. Earlier, at around 10.45, Festival favourites John Dennison and Deborah Fox will entertain.
Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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THURSDAY 16 AUGUST

10.30
am

FRIDAY 17 AUGUST

10.30
am

Paxton Theatre:
Festival Choir rehearsal
Your last chance to sing with our "pick-up" choir! For details see 3 August at 10.30.

2.30
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Here's A State of Things: Bernard Lockett
Another chance to hear Bernard Lockett talk about his new historical novel.
For more details see Tuesday 31 July at 2.30pm.
Opera House:
Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
Carl Rosa Opera round off the
Festival with their new
production of Iolanthe, which is
seen at Buxton for the first time
prior to an autumn tour of the
UK. Director Peter Mulloy has
also redesigned the sets and
costumes for the opera. The cast
includes many Festival favourites:
Barry Clark (Tolloller), Giles
Davies (Strephon), Bruce Graham
(Mountararat), Gillian Knight
(Queen of the Fairies) and
Charlotte Page (Phyllis). Musical
Director is Martin Handley.
Iolanthe, banished from fairyland for marrying a mortal, is pardoned by her Queen. She
has a son, Strephon, who is half a fairy and is in love with Phyllis, a ward of court. The
entire House of Lords also loves Phyllis and they turn up en masse to woo her. When
Phyllis overhears Strephon talking to his very young-looking fairy mother she assumes he
is being unfaithful and spurns him. The Fairy Queen intervenes and sends Strephon into
Parliament, where he creates havoc. Then Strephon's father takes a hand and decides he
will marry Phyllis!

7.30
pm

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
New for 2007: your last chance this year to enjoy a look back to the golden days of music
hall. Songs serious and silly, monologues, recitations, jokes, speciality acts, all presented
and linked by your Chairman, the irrepressible Ian Smith.
FROM

.10.00

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Tonight we have, in effect, three cabarets. At around 10.45pm the Festival Choir, directed
by Andrew Nicklin, will sing the G&S choruses they learned this morning. Then around
11.15 a pot-luck double bill: a pre-cast performance of Cox and Box, followed by Trial by
Jury, in which the principals have been cast in advance and the audience provides the
chorus. Hot and cold food available; bar open until midnight.

pm
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Paxton Theatre:
Duets with Baritones and Basses: Thomas Round
The evergreen Thomas Round shares reminiscences of some of the many baritones and
basses with whom he has worked during his career, and plays rare recordings of him
duetting with some of them.

Opera House:
Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
For details see Friday 17 August.

2.30
pm

3.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
The Zoo and Cox and Box: Avon Opera
Sullivan composed the music for both these operettas and the libretti are by Bolton Rowe
(B. C. Stephenson) and F.C. Burnand respectively. The Zoo is a delightful parody of
Offenbach, who is well known for satirizing the improbable plots of grand opera. Cox and
Box is perhaps the most enduring one-act operetta of Sullivan's era with its delightful
music and comic script calling for good musicianship and excellent timing. Avon Opera
has performed Cox and Box twice before in the Festival Club and is privileged to present
both pieces in the Paxton Theatre.

7.30
pm

Opera House:
Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
Professional performance
For details see Friday 17 August.

8.00
pm

Paxton Theatre:
The Zoo and Cox and Box: Avon Opera
For details, see 3pm above

FROM

10.00
pm

Pavilion Lounge:
Festival Club and cabaret
Our final Festival Club for 2007 features a pot-luck performance of The Sorcerer. We will
sing all the music of the opera with a pre-selected cast of principals. The audience provide
the chorus. Hot and cold food will be available and the bar will be open until midnight.
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SATURDAY 18 AUGUST

10.30
am

USEFUL INFORMATION
Airports
Manchester Airport
British Airways
American Airlines
Qantas
U.S. Airways
Virgin

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

0161 4893000
0870 8509850
0845 7789789
0845 7747767
0161 4896440
01293 562345

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

0845 7654321*
0845 7555555
01298 72011*
01298 71053
01298 77631
0845 7394959
0845 7404404*
0845 6012288*
01298 300000*
01298 79419
01298 79117*
0845 0723333*

Banks and Building Societies
Abbey National PLC., 73 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Barclays Bank PLC., 5 The Quadrant, Buxton
Britannia, 28 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Cheshire, Spring Gardens, Buxton
Derbyshire, 12 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Halifax, 74 Spring Gardens, Buxton
HSBC (Midland), 1 The Quadrant, Buxton
National Westminster Bank PLC., 2 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Nationwide, Unit 2, Spring Gardens Centre
Royal Bank of Scotland PLC., 1 Cavendish Circus, Buxton
Royal Bank of Scotland PLC., 18/20 High Street, Buxton
Lloyds TSB, 24 Spring Gardens, Buxton
* 24 hour cash machines

Bus Service
Main Operator: Trent Bus Co., Dove Holes Garage, Dove Holes
Traveline:

Tel: 01298 814030
0870 6082608

Children’s Indoor Play Areas
Busy Bees, Tongue Lane Industrial Estate, Fairfield, Buxton

Tel: 01298 24648

Dentists
Buxton Dental Practice, 3 Belmont Terrace, Terrace Road
Broad Walk Dental Practice, 3 Grosvenor Mansions, Broad Walk
Lightwood Dental Practice, 3 Lightwood Road, Buxton
High Street Dental Practice, 6 High Street, Buxton

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

01298
01298
01298
01298

71898
23504
27077
22549

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

01298
01298
01298
01298

24105
23298
23019
22338

Doctors
Buxton Medical Centre, 2 Temple Road, Buxton. Appointments –
Emergency –
Elmwood Medical Centre, 7 Burlington Road, Buxton
Stewart Medical Centre, 15 Hartington Road, Buxton
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Hospitals
Buxton Hospital, London Road, Buxton.
Minor Casualty Unit and some outpatient services.
Corbar Maternity Unit at Buxton Hospital.
Nearest major hospital – Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport

Tel: 01298 21400
Tel: 01298 212217
Tel: 0161 483 1010

Launderettes
5-Ways Launderette, Buxton.

Tel: 01298 72018

Market Days
Open air market – Tuesday and Saturday

Opticians
S.K.Barker, 4 The Square, Buxton
Dolland & Aitchison, 4 Spring Gardens Centre
Michael Kelly, incorporating Prime Sight Opticians,
Suite 5, West Road House, 26a West Road

Tel: 01298 25361
Tel: 01298 22443
Tel: 01298 77700

Police
Divisional Police Headquarters, Silverlands, Buxton

Tel: 0845 123 3333

Post Office
Principal Post Office, 97-103 Spring Gardens
(within Spar Supermarket)
Sub-office, 12/12a High Street, Buxton

Tel: 01298 23001
Tel: 01298 23296

Railway Station
Station Road - regular service to Manchester. For information

Tel: 08457 484950

Travel Agents
Lunn Poly, 39 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Thomas Cook, 70 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Travelcare, 76 Spring Gardens, Buxton
Ellen Smith (Coach Tours), 9 The Quadrant

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

01298
01298
01298
01298

70511
303200
79111
24044

Fax:
Fax:
Fax:
Fax:

01298
01298
01298
01298

72984
303290
71251
22504

Tourist Information Centre
The Crescent, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6BQ
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Tel: 01298 25106
Email: tourism@highpeak.gov.uk
Web: www.visitpeakdistrict.com

JULY
Saturday
9.00am
1.00pm
3.30pm
7.30pm
8.00pm
10.00pm

28th
Youth Festival and Youth Production auditions
Singing around the Gardens
Big Sing
The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
Festival Club with pot-luck performance of Iolanthe

Sunday 29th
10.30am Desert Island Discs: John Owen Edwards
2.30pm The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
3.00pm Duets with Sopranos: Thomas Round
7.30pm The Yeomen of the Guard: Carl Rosa Opera
8.00pm Over the Rainbow: Generally G & S of Retford
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Monday
10.30am
2.30pm
7.30pm
10.00pm

Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Gardens
Octagon
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

30th
In Conversation with Peter Mulloy, director of Carl Rosa Opera Paxton Theatre
Songs of Famous Savoyards - Part 7: Jeremy Stevenson
Paxton Theatre
The Pirates of Penzance: G & S Society of Edinburgh
Opera House
Festival Club with cabaret
Pavilion Lounge

Tuesday 31st
10.30am Desert Island Discs: Gillian Humphreys, Festival Adjudicator
2.30pm Here's a State of Things: Bernard Lockett
7.30pm The Gondoliers: Abbots Langley G & S Society
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
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Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

AUGUST
Wednesday 1st
10.30am Desert Island Discs: Ian Smith, Festival Director
2.30pm A Sensation Novel (Gilbert) and Carrotina (Grossmith):
OOPS Productions
7.30pm The Sorcerer: Peak Opera
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Thursday 2nd
10.30am Acting workshop: David Duffey
2.30pm Telling the Story in G&S:
lecture-recital by Martin Lamb and Hilary Morgan
7.30pm Trial by Jury and H.M.S. Pinafore: Youth productions
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Friday 3rd
10.30am Festival Choir rehearsal
2.30pm Friends of Helen Beechinor in concert
7.30pm Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
8.00pm Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Saturday
10.30am
2.30pm
3.00pm

4th
The Mikado: performance by the Wand'ring Minstrels
Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
The Mikado:
Film of the Tokyo Theatre Company's 2006 production
7.00pm Singing from the Gallery
7.30pm Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
10.00pm Festival Club with pot luck performance of Ruddigore
Sunday 5th
10.30am The Gilbert and Sullivan Soprano Arias:
recital by Rebecca Hains
2.30pm Young Artists in Concert
7.30pm Iolanthe: Philadelphia Union (USA)
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Monday 6th
10.30am Desert Island Discs: Gareth Jones
Paxton Theatre
2.30pm The G&S Dating Agency: a musical farce with
Gerry Bremner and Natasha Shipp
Paxton Theatre
7.30pm The Pirates of Penzance: Liverpool Theatre School and College Opera House
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Pavilion Lounge
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Tuesday 7th
10.30am In The Dusk With A Light Behind Them:
concert by Jill Pert and Hilary Morgan
Paxton Theatre
2.30pm A Salaried Wit: film starring and introduced by Simon Butteriss Paxton Theatre
7.30pm The Mikado: Trent Opera
Opera House
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Pavilion Lounge
Wednesday 8th
10.30am Singing from the Bandstand
10.30am Festival Production chorus auditions
2.30pm Fondly Laid Aside: G&S parodies with
Stephen Turnbull and friends
7.30pm H.M.S. Pinafore: SavoyNet (international)
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Bandstand
Trinity Church
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Thursday 9th
10.30am Sullivan and his Satellites: concert by Elise Curran
2.30pm Pygmalion and Galatea and Foggerty's Fairy (Gilbert):
Forducks Theatre Company
7.30pm Princess Ida: South Anglia Savoy Players
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Friday 10th
10.30am Festival Choir rehearsal
2.30pm Reminiscences of Touring with D'Oyly Carte: Roberta Morrell
7.30pm The Mikado: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
8.00pm Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
10.00pm Festival Club with pot luck performance of H.M.S. Pinafore

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Saturday 11th
10.00am G & S Memorabilia Fair (closes 5pm)
11.00am Annual General Meeting of the
International Gilbert and Sullivan Association
2.30pm The Mikado: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
3.00pm H.M.S. Pinafore: Charles Court Opera
7.00pm Singing from the Gallery
7.30pm The Mikado: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company
8.00pm H.M.S. Pinafore: Charles Court Opera
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Sunday 12th
11.00am Service of thanksgiving for the lives of Gilbert and Sullivan
2.30pm

Haddon Hall (Sullivan):
Northampton G & S Group and Orchestra
7.30pm The Gondoliers: Cape Town G & S Society (South Africa)
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
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Paxton Theatre

Octagon Lounge
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Methodist Church,
Market Place
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Monday 13th
10.30am The Happy Land - Gilbert's Banned Play:
Andrew Crowther and Brian Jones
2.30pm Happy Wanderings of a Savoyard –
a Memoir of Leonora Braham: Rachel Harland
7.30pm The Yeomen of the Guard: Nene Opera
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Tuesday 14th
10.30am A Victorian Matinée: Geoff Hales
2.30pm On Record Forever: recordings from 1888 with Roger Wild
7.30pm Patience: Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Victoria (Australia)
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Wednesday 15th
10.30am Desert Island Discs: Robert Ray
(Director, Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Victoria)
2.30pm Sullivan's Hymns and Old, New and Unusual Recordings:
Norwich G & S Society
7.30pm Ruddigore: Festival production
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Thursday 16th
10.30am Desert Island Discs: Andrew Nicklin
2.30pm Ruddygore – an Original View: Manchester G & S Society
7.30pm The Mikado: Festival Productions (Ireland)
10.00pm Festival Club with cabaret
Friday 17th
10.30am Festival Choir rehearsal
2.30pm Here's a State of Things: Bernard Lockett
7.30pm Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
8.00pm Ian Smith's Old Time Music Hall
10.00pm Festival Club with pot luck performance of
Cox and Box and Trial by Jury
Saturday
10.30am
2.30pm
3.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm
10.00pm

18th
Duets with Baritones and Basses: Thomas Round
Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
Cox and Box and The Zoo (Sullivan): Avon Opera
Iolanthe: Carl Rosa Opera
Cox and Box and The Zoo (Sullivan): Avon Opera
Festival Club with pot luck performance of The Sorcerer

Sunday 19th
12 noon Gala lunch and awards ceremony

Paxton Theatre

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Pavilion Lounge

Paxton Theatre
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Opera House
Paxton Theatre
Pavilion Lounge

Palace Hotel
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YOUTH INITIATIVE MOVES AHEAD
The first re-arranged musical score for schools has been
completed and will be “on view” at this year’s Festival.
“This is a significant step forward for our schools
programme,” says Ian Smith on behalf of the Gilbert and
Sullivan Association. “As far as we are aware this is the
first complete score of any of the operas that has been
produced especially for children’s voices. I am delighted
that the work has been undertaken by James Newby, the
festival’s first musical director who already enjoys an
international reputation as James Newby Music for his
orchestrations of the shows which have literally been
played around the world.
“It has taken 127 years to get
to where we are. I hope it
has been worth waiting for
and that this first children’s
edition of “Pirates of
Penzance” will herald an
awakening of interest in
performing the shows in
schools not only in the UK
but around the world. Your
financial assistance has
helped make this possible.
Now we need to go on and
collect another £150,000 to
produce the adaptations of
four more of the operas and
the supporting costumes,
and sets.”
This first score, complete
with the dialogue from the
Ian Bradley annotated G & S,
features other useful

information for schools
including a full synopsis of
the story; a detailed
description of the characters
and a glossary of musical
terms and explanation of
some of the more unusual
words. A comprehensive
teacher’s pack is also in final
stage of preparation.
If you would like to
contribute to this major
initiative you can send
donations to our Gilbert and
Sullivan Association which is
of course a charity. And if
you pay tax and “gift aid”
your donation it increases its
value by almost 30%.
Our address: The Old
Vicarage, All Souls Road,
Halifax HX3 6DR.

COSTUMES
FOR SALE
The Gilbert and Sullivan
Costume Hire company is
selling more than 1,000 G & S
costumes. Bought originally
from Barrett’s of Bath, the
costumes have featured
regularly in Festival
productions and other shows
in Buxton.
Ian Smith, the Festival Director
bought the costumes from Alan
Barrett and Mary Sansom in
the very early days of the
Festival. “We will be sorry to
see them go but we are going
through a major re-organisation
at the Vicarage and we just do
not have the space for
storage,” he said. “We have a
full set for virtually all the
shows and we would like them
to go to Societies who can use
them for their own productions
and perhaps as an investment.
It’s easier to store one set and
keep them neat and tidy for
potential rental income than it
is 13 sets.”

QUESTIONNAIRE

Every year we seek sponsorship support for different
elements of the Festival, which would help generate
additional commercial income for our schools
programme. To date we have been significantly
unsuccessful. What we lack is “ statistical” information
on the profile of our audiences. That’s why this year we
will insert a brief questionnaire into every souvenir
programme. We hope you will help by completing the
questionnaire and hand it in to any of our helpers, or
leave it in the portakabin. It is of course anonymous but
the collective information may just persuade some one to
invest in our activities to the benefit of future
generations of G & S lovers. Thank you in anticipation.
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The costumes can be viewed at
the Old Vicarage in Halifax at
any time. You can make an
appointment by calling either
Neil Smith or Stephen Turnbull
on 01422 323252. Some of the
sets will be used again in
Buxton this Summer. They will
all be available from the
beginning of September.

